
                                       Jesus and money 

                                        

We have all struggled with money at various times in our lives. Sometimes 

trying to make ends meet has taken over as our chief preoccupation. For 

some of us there have also been times of abundance.  

 

Jesus often refers to money, telling us what attitude to have towards it and 

also using it to illustrate 

many things. Until he 

was thirty he was a 

humble village carpenter 

and by today’s Western 

standards would be 

considered as poor. It’s 

also remarkable that in 

Jesus’ entire ministry he 

never asked for a penny. 

Let’s look at His main 

teaching related to 

money:  

“No one can serve two masters. Either 
you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money.” The 
Pharisees, who loved money, heard all 
this and were sneering at Jesus. He 
said to them, “You are the ones who 
justify yourselves in the eyes of others, 
but God knows your hearts. What 
people value highly is detestable in 
God’s sight. Luke 16:13-15 

Our heart needs to be clear. 
Either we live for Jesus or for 
money. The best way of 
ensuring that it’s for Jesus is to 
daily present all we have to Him, 
saying that it belongs to Him. 
We can all too easily develop a 
love of money which is hard to 
eradicate afterwards. God 
values integrity, justice and love; 
he places no value on money 
except when used to meet daily 
needs or bless others. 

Jesus entered the temple 
courts and drove out all who 
were buying and selling there. 
He overturned the tables of the 
money changers and the 

We are now the “temple of the Holy 
Spirit” and here Jesus teaches us to be 
violent with ourselves if we find that 
making money is taking over as our 
main reason for living. While money is 



benches of those selling doves. 
“It is written,” he said to them, 
“‘My house will be called a 
house of prayer,’

 
but you are 

making it ‘a den of robbers.’ 
Matthew 21:11-13 

necessary and it’s important that we 
look after it wisely, we should never let 
it into the temple – that is into our heart 
or mind so that we no longer love God 
with all our being. 

While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of 
Simon the Leper, a woman came to him with 
an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, 
which she poured on his head as he was 
reclining at the table.

 
When the disciples saw 

this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” 
they asked. “This perfume could have been 
sold at a high price and the money given to 
the poor.” Aware of this, Jesus said to them, 
“Why are you bothering this woman? She has 
done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will 
always have with you, but you will not always 
have me. Matt 26:6-9 

This incident which 
appears in all four 
gospels is important 
because it shows us that 
we should be 
extravagant in our 
worship and love for 
Jesus. Giving to the 
poor is a vital part of 
what we do, but 
focussing on Jesus and 
giving Him our very best 
comes first.  

As Jesus looked up, he saw the 
rich putting their gifts into the 
temple treasury.

 
He also saw a 

poor widow put in two very 
small copper coins. “Truly I tell 
you,” he said, “this poor widow 
has put in more than all the 
others. All these people gave 
their gifts out of their wealth; but 
she out of her poverty put in all 
she had to live on.” Luke 21:1-4 

This amazing incident uncovers our 
hearts when we compare ourselves to 
this poor widow. We must also give all 
we have; however if we have people 
depending on us then, like King David 
or Joseph were, we need to be wise at 
the same time. Going back to the first 
point, our hearts need to be clear, so 
we daily present all we own to God as 
an offering. 

“Woe to you Pharisees, 
because you give God a tenth 
of your mint, rue and all other 
kinds of garden herbs, but you 
neglect justice and the love of 
God. You should have 
practiced the latter without 
leaving the former undone. 
Luke 11:42 

Here we see the Pharisees religiously 
giving a tenth of everything but not 
from a heart of love and justice. Jesus 
requires both – giving a tenth but with a 
genuine heart. God loves a cheerful 
giver (2 Cor 9:7). In the Old Testament 
the tenth was given to “Levites (who 
have no allotment or inheritance of 
their own) and the aliens, the fatherless 
and the widows.” (Deut 14:29) 



 

Some other New Testament teaching about money: 

There were no needy persons among 

them. For from time to time those who 

owned land or houses sold them, 

brought the money from the sales and 

put it  at the Apostles’ feet (Acts 4:34) 

The first Christians, who had been 

living with Jesus, carried on the 

same lifestyle, sharing everything. 

Later on Paul says that our goal 

should be equality (2 Cor 8:13,14) 
 
On the first day of every week, each 

one of you should set aside a sum of 

money in keeping with your income, 

saving it up, so that when I come no 

collections will have to be made.  

1 Cor 16:2 

This was the offering to give to the 

persecuted Christians in 

Jerusalem. A good portion of our 

giving should be to churches in 

need, children’s homes, etc.  

For the love of money is a root of all 

kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 

money, have wandered from the faith 

and pierced themselves with many 

griefs. 1 Tim 6:10 

This important statement shows 

that if we start to love money it 

can take root in our hearts and 

produce all kinds of evil – greed, 

selfishness, theft, jealousy, etc. 

Keep your lives free from the love of 
money and be content with what you 
have, because God has said, “Never 
will I leave you; never will I forsake 
you.” Heb 13:5 

Keeping our heart free and 

content is a constant challenge. 

Victory is based on our faith that 

God is with us looking after us. 

 
Now listen, you who say, “Today or 

tomorrow we will go to this or that city, 

spend a year there, carry on business 

and make money.” 
 
Why, you do not 

even know what will happen tomorrow. 

What is your life? You are a mist that 

appears for a little while and then 

vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If 

it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do 

this or that.” 
 
As it is, you boast in your 

arrogant schemes. All such boasting is 

evil. If anyone, then, knows the good 

they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is 

sin for them. James 4:13-17 

We need to be careful not to let 

our enthusiasm for business take 

over doing the Lord’s will. There 

are so many factors that have to 

come together to make a business 

prosper, and it’s wise not to let our 

heart go after our projects. This 

generally leads to pride and 

boastfulness. It’s far better to train 

ourselves to follow God’s will, 

whether or not it will lead to 

financial prosperity. There are 

many Christians who have had to 

forfeit their comfort to serve God. 



 

Saving money: 

Dishonest money 
dwindles away, but he 
who gathers money little 
by little makes it grow. 
(Proverbs 13:11 NIV) 

Trying to make money without really serving 

people is dishonest. Conversely service to 

others is the secret to financial stability. 

Developing a servant heart is also the surest 

way to being content with what we have. 

“In the house of the wise are stores 
of choice food and oil, but a foolish 
man devours all he has.”  
(Proverbs 21:20, NIV) 

Storing up in years of plenty is a 

Biblical principle that we should all 

follow. 

A good man leaves an 
inheritance for his children’s 
children, but a sinner’s wealth is 
stored up for the righteous. 
(Proverbs 13:22 NIV) 

Saving money to help our dependents is 

a Biblical principle. John Wesley’s 

famous maxim was: “Earn all you can, 

save all you can, give all you can.” 

CONCLUSION:  
Paul said “I have learned to be 
content whatever the 
circumstances. 

 
I know what it is 

to be in need, and I know what it 
is to have plenty. I have learned 
the secret of being content in 
any and every situation, whether 
well fed or hungry, whether living 
in plenty or in want. 

 
I can do all 

this through him who gives me 
strength.” (Phil 4:12,13). Let’s work daily at keeping our hearts free from 
the love of money and instead develop the heart of a servant, putting doing 
God’s will first. This will lead to financial stability and contentment.  
 
Finally this prayer shows an attitude of heart to aspire to: ““Two things I ask 
of you, O Lord; do not refuse me before I die: Keep falsehood and lies far 
from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily 
bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is 
the Lord?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonour the name of 
my God.” Proverbs 30:7-9                     
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